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Sleep Now, O Sleep Now  
 
Text by James Joyce (1882-1941) [Irish], from Chamber Music 
Set by Samuel Barber (1910-1981) [Am], Sleep Now, op. 10, #2; Ross Lee Finney (1906-1997) [Am], 
from Chamber Music, #34; Sergius Kagen (1909-1964) [Am], Sleep Now; Vincent Persichetti (1915-
1987) [Am], Unquiet Heart, from James Joyce Songs, #1; Hermann Reutter (1900-1985) [Gr], from 
Chamber Music, #4 
 
Sleep now, O sleep now, 
[slip na o slip na] 
 
O  you  unquiet  heart! 
A  voice  crying  "Sleep  now" 
Is  heard  in  my  heart. 
 
The  voice  of  the  winter 
Is  heard  at  the  door. 
O  sleep,  for  the  winter 
Is  crying  "Sleep  no  more." 
 
My  kiss  will  give  peace  now 
And  quiet  to  your  heart– 
Sleep  on  in  peace  now, 
O  you  unquiet  heart! 
 

 
The entire text to this title with the complete  
IPA transcription is available for download. 
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