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When I Was One-and-Twenty  
 
Text by Alfred Edward Housman (1859-1936) [Br], from A Shropshire Lad  
Set by Stephen Adams (1844-1913) [Br]; Robert F. Baksa (1938-) [Am], from Housman Songs, #1; Sir 
Arnold Edward Trevor Bax (1883-1953) [Br]; Allan Blank (1925-) [Am]; Sir Arthur Edward Drummond 
Bliss, (1891-1975) [Br]; George Sainton Kaye Butterworth (1885-1916) [Br], from Six Songs from A 
Shropshire Lad, #2; John Woods Duke (1899-1984) [Am]; Blair Fairchild (1877-1933) [Am]; Henry 
Balfour Gardiner (1877-1950) [Br], from Two Lyrics; Cecil Armstrong Gibbs (1889-1960) [Br]; Ivor 
(Bertie) Gurney (1890-1937) [Br], from Ludlow and Teme, #6; Lord Mervyn Horder (1910-1998) [Br], 
from A Shropshire Lad, #4; Alan Leichtling [Am], from Eleven Songs from A Shropshire Lad; Ben Moore 
(1960-) [Am], from 14 Songs, #4; Sir Arthur Somervell (1863-1937) [Br], from A Shropshire Lad, #2; 
Douglas Steele (1910-) [Br] 
 
When I was one-and-twenty 
[n a wz wn.ænd.twn.ti] 
 
I heard a wise man say, 
[a hd  waz mæn se] 
 
"Give crowns and pounds and guineas 
But not your heart away; 
Give pearls away and rubies 
But keep your fancy free." 
But I was one-and-twenty, 
No use to talk to me. 
 
When I was one-and-twenty 
I heard him say again, 
"The heart out of the bosom 
Was never given in vain; 
'Tis paid with sighs a plenty 
And sold for endless rue." 
And I am two-and-twenty, 
And oh, 'tis true, 'tis true. 
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